
 

 

 

 

 

Fetzner Park Restoration Project  

FAQ’s 

Definitions: 

Riparian- related to waterways.  In Fetzner Park the riparian areas are the creek and two detention 

basins. 

Detention basin: a low area that collects storm water during heavy rain storms so that the storm sewers 

do not overflow.  Detention basins empty slowly when the storm sewer pipes can handle the water.  

Detention basins do not hold water permanently. 

Riffle:  a small structure made of stone in the creek water.  Riffles improve water quality and improve 

habitat for fish and other organisms that live in the water. 

Invasive: plants that are aggressive growers and choke out other more desirable plants.  Invasive plants 

do not provide good habitat for birds, insects or mammals. 

Non-invasive:  plants that do not take over an area or choke out other plants.  Non-invasive plants aid 

the bio-diversity of an area and improve habitat. 

Bio-diversity: a condition where there are many different types of plants, animals, birds and insects. 

Why are large trees along the creek being cut down? 

 The trees along the creek primarily consist of non-native and/or invasive species, such as box 

elder, buckthorn, cottonwood, and honeysuckle.  The shallow roots of these trees and shrubs do not 

stabilize the banks of the creek, allowing soil to erode into the water and be deposited downstream.  

The trees are weak because of the erosion at their roots and are easily damaged or uprooted during 

storms. 

Aren’t the trees natural?  Why are they growing along the creek? 

 Historical maps indicate that the area was prairie and/or oak savannah prior to settlement.  By 

the 1940’s, the creek was channelized (straightened and probably deepened) for farm field drainage 

purposes.  As the area was subdivided for residential homes in the 1980’s and 1990’s, the stream bank 

was left untended, seeds from aggressive and invasive plant species took hold. 



Why was the grass killed in some areas? 

 The areas where the turf grass was killed will be seeded later this fall with a mix of native prairie 

grasses and wildflowers.  Native prairie vegetation has very deep roots that will provide soil stability 

along the shoreline of the creek, improve and increase wildlife habitat, and clean the storm water in the 

detention areas and creek. 

When will the path re-open? 

 The path will re-open as soon as conditions are safe for pedestrians and other park users.  If the 

project continues on schedule the path will re-open in late fall or early winter of 2017. 

What are the risks to neighboring property owners? 

 There are no risks to neighboring properties or residents, as long as the work zones are not 

entered.  Safety fencing is in place to indicate areas that the public is not allowed to enter.  Removal of 

older trees improves the safety of the park.   

Will work along the creek cause my property to flood? 

 Work along the creek and in the detention basins will improve the flow of water and will not 

increase the chances for neighboring property to flood. 

The park district said that the work would start in August but it didn’t start until September.  Can you 

explain why? 

 The tree removal contractor was too busy (due to the recent storms in late July and August) to 

begin the work at Fetzner Park in August as originally planned. 

When will the park look pretty again? 

 As long as the project stays on schedule, all of the new landscaping will be installed this year.  

The native seeds being planted will germinate next spring.  It will be several years until the prairie 

vegetation reaches its full potential.  As part of the grant agreement, the park district has submitted and 

received approval from the Illinois EPA for a long term maintenance plan. 

Will I be able to see Ackman Road from the back of my house? 

 Depending on where you live, you will be able to see Ackman Road.  The tree removal plan was 

developed to remove fewer trees behind houses that directly face Ackman Road than those that are 

farther away from Ackman Road or are angled away from Ackman Road.  Native trees and shrubs will be 

planted in the areas with the greatest visibility of Ackman Road to help reduce the impact.  Shade trees 

were planted along Ackman Road, north of the creek, over the last two years to also lessen the impact. 

 

 



Will the new plantings bring more mosquitos? 

 Since the new plantings do nothing to increase the amount of water in the park, the number of 

mosquitos will not be affected by the project. 

My child’s soccer/football/baseball/cheerleading team practices in the detention basin.  Where will 

they go now? 

 South of Barlina Road in Crystal Lake, there are over 170 acres of neighborhood and community 

parks (not including Fetzner).  An interactive map and description of each park can be found on the park 

district website.  

How can I get more information? 

Online:   Plans and a written description of the project are available on the park district 

website.  Information is regularly updated on Facebook and Twitter. 

 In person:   Special Park District Board Meeting 

   Thursday, October 5, 2017 at 7:00 PM 

   Crystal Lake Park District, lower level 

   One E. Crystal Lake Ave. 

   Crystal Lake, IL 60014 

 

 By phone or email: Ann Viger, Director of Planning and Development 

    aviger@crystallakeparks.org 

    815-459-0680 x 1205 
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