
September 2017 

2017 State of the Lake Meeting Scheduled 

Monday, October 30 at 7:00 PM 

Park Place, 406 W. Woodstock Street 

Presentations by Hey and Associates, Inc. and special guest, Bob Kirschner of the Chicago Botanic Garden 

 

But What Will the Neighbors Think?  Creating Lakeshore Land-

scapes That Are Easy on the Eye and Great for the Environment! 

Bob Kirschner, Curator of Aquatic Plant & Urban Lake Studies, Chicago 
Botanic Garden, Glencoe, Illinois 

Let’s face it:  native plantings along the lakeshore edge are sometimes 
viewed as being too messy and “weedy”—as compared to a more typical 
home landscape where foliage color, abundance of flowers, and seasonal 
interest are all considered important.  Thoughtful integration of such 
“gardening” aesthetics into lakeshore landscapes, together with defining 
features such as pathways and edging, combine to create visual “cues to 
care” that reinforce the landscape’s intention while still providing consid-
erable ecological benefit to the lake.  We’ll take a look at how thoughtful 

design can turn your shoreline landscape into one that enhances water quality in Crystal Lake—AND is the envy of 
your neighbors. 

Bob Kirschner is the Chicago Botanic Garden’s Curator of Aquatic Plant & Urban Lake Studies.  He also serves as 
its Director of Restoration Ecology, overseeing the Garden’s four natural 
areas that encompass more than half of the Garden’s 385 acres including 
woodland, prairie, river, and lake habitats.  He received degrees in aquatic 
biology and ecology from the University of Illinois.  For 21 years he worked 
at the Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission on water resource public 
policy as well as scientific studies of urban lakes.  In 1999, Bob joined the 
Chicago Botanic Garden staff—seeing this public venue visited by over one 
million each year as an ideal opportunity to engage public curiosity about 
environmentally sensitive landscape options. 
 
Hey and Associates, Inc., lake managers, will give an overview of the health 
of Crystal Lake, including data from their studies on water quality, invasive 
species, aquatic vegetation and inflows/outflows. 

Crystal Lake Facts 

Surface Area:  233.32 acres 

Shoreline Length:  3.2 miles 

Maximum Depth:  40 feet 

Average Depth:  14.7 feet 

Lake Volume:  3,347 acre-feet 

Watershed Area:  3,175 acres 

Lake Type:  natural glacial seepage 

 
From Crystal Lake Clean Lakes Phase I Protection 

Plan, July 9, 2007, Hey and Associates, Inc. 

Jason Herbster, Executive Director 

One E. Crystal Lake Avenue     Crystal Lake, IL  60014  

815-459-0680      www.crystallakeparks.org 

 

The mission of the Crystal Lake Park District is to enhance 

the lives of our residents by providing programs, services, 

facilities and open spaces that safely promote health, 

recreation and community in an environmentally and fiscally 

responsible manner.                

Save the date! 

Monday, October 30 at 7 PM 

State of the Lake Meeting 

(See related article.) 

Get Rid of Old Medication Sensibly! 

Did you know  that when medication is flushed down the toilet it 

can end up in lakes and rivers, potentially affecting fish and 

drinking water?  Take advantage of the free prescription 

medication disposal box located inside the Crystal Lake Police 

Station, 100 W. Woodstock Street, or watch for special events 

that feature prescription medication collection. 



Summer 2017 Beach Closings 
Due to flooded conditions and high bacteria levels, Main 

Beach was closed for 14 days during the 2017 swim season.  

West Beach was closed for 8 days.  It is common after heavy 

summer rains for Main Beach to close due to elevated 

bacteria levels.  Bacteria enters the lake through storm water 

runoff, so more water means more bacteria.  West Beach 

rarely closes due to the prevailing westerly winds. The 

Cardboard Cup Regatta was rescheduled from its original 

date of June 17 due to poor weather conditions.  The “rain 

date” of July 29 was during a period of heavy flooding, so the 

event was completely canceled for 2017. 

Crystal Lake Park District Flood Response  

During the recent flooding in July and August, the Crystal Lake Park District worked 

closely with the City of Crystal Lake to analyze options to relieve homeowners being 

affected by the heavy rains on both sides (inflow and outflow) of the lake.  Lippold Park, 

Main Beach, West Beach and Naoki Kamijima Park provided massive areas of retention 

for flood waters during the periods of heavy rain, causing all four parks to be virtually 

unusable for many days. 

 

At Lippold Park, the MCYSA Summer International Baseball Championship was 

severely affected by flooded fields.  Tournament organizers scrambled to relocate 

games, alter the game schedules and accommodate visitors from all over the country as 

best as possible. 

 

The park district removed the grate on the concrete overflow structure at Main Beach in 

an effort to remove any impediment to water leaving the lake through it’s primary outflow 

channel.  The spillway and surrounding park land totally overflowed and the park district 

received requests from residents to sandbag the lake.  After conferring with the City of 

Crystal Lake Engineering Department, it was determined that sandbagging in the flood-

plain is not allowed and there was no guarantee that sandbagging would help the 

situation. The park district is continuing to work closely with the City and residents to 

resolve flooding issues and prevent future incidents if possible. 

Invasive Species Management 

Summer 2017 
On Friday, August 25, lake vegetation removal contractor 

Clearwater Harvesting provided mechanical removal of 

eelgrass which forms large mats of dense floating 

vegetation.  The “weed cutter” focused operations in the 

west bay and along the north shore east of the point.  

These areas were targeted as those most affected by the 

mats.  Lake managers Hey and Associates, Inc. continued 

monitoring and treatment of aquatic invasive species.  

Herbicides are used in areas determined to contain the 

most harmful concentrations of nuisance plants.  As 

always, herbicides are applied by licensed personnel and 

the public is notified according to federal regulations. 

During the summer months, the park district allowed North 

Shore HOA Beaches to dump lake vegetation at the 

Lippold Park compost pile.  Once decayed, the compost is 

used for landscaping purposes throughout the parks. 

We’ll see you at the lake! 

An Illinois Fishing License is required to fish on all Park 

District bodies of water.  Fishing licenses can be purchased at 

the Park District Administrative Office, One East Crystal Lake 

Avenue, Crystal Lake, IL.  M-F  8:30 AM—5:00 PM 

Naoki Kamijima Park 

Main Beach Spillway (normal conditions) 

Clearwater Harvesting at work on August 25, 2017 

Floating mat of eelgrass 


