
MISSION STATEMENT:  To enhance the lives of our residents by providing programs, services, facilities and open spaces that 
safely promote health, recreation and community in an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner. 

 

 

Park District Board of Commissioners 

Special Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              

December 4, 2019 

 
Special Meeting – December 4, 2019 3:00pm 

 

Shamrock Hills 6204 W. Hillside Road, Crystal Lake, IL 

Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Gallagher at 3:00pm 

 

Roll Call: Present – Deborah Gallagher, Cathy Cagle, Jason Heisler, Thomas Aquilina 

Staff: Jason Herbster – Executive Director, Ann Viger - Director of Park Development and Interpretive 

Services, John Fiorina – Manager of Natural Resources and Interpretive Services 

 

Approval Agenda – Motion by Aquilina, Second by Cagle, All were in favor 

New Business: Facility Tour - Shamrock Hills 

 

Executive Director Herbster gave a brief history on why the donation of the property was accepted 

by the Park District and the benefit it gave to creating connectivity to a property owned (Prairie 

Ridge Conservation Area) by the Park District that was difficult to access.  The Board’s decision to use 

the property for passive recreation was also discussed. 

  

Director of Park Development and Interpretive Services Viger gave an update on the projects that 

have been completed and are in the process of being completed at Shamrock Hills.  The drive way 

and parking lot have been completed and are open for use by the public.  The ADA ramps located 

in the front and rear of the building have been completed. ADA railing installation on the ramps will 

be completed once the railings have been fabricated.   

 

Manager of Natural Resources and Interpretive Services Fiorina provided an update on how the 

property along with the use of the D155 property will allow the Park District access to the Prairie Ridge 

Conservation Area.   

 

Additional discussion took place on possible future uses of the property and the home.  To be fully 

used, the home would need to be ADA compliant with a major cost being the renovation of 

washroom facilities to meet ADA standards.  Developing camp sites to rent on the property was 

discussed and everyone felt that was an idea to pursue given that opportunities to camp in and 

around the community are limited.   

 

Staff was directed to prepare a variety of options with costs for the Park Board to review at the Board 

retreat in February. 

 

Commissioner Heisler and Executive Director Herbster took a walking tour of the property, barn and 

home.  

 

 

Approve: ___________________________________ Attest:_______________________________________ 

                                  President                     Secretary   

  
 


