
 

 DIRECTOR OF PARK 

DEVELOPMENT AND 

INTERPRETIVE SERVICES RETIRES 
 
For over 30 years, Ann Viger has been 

responsible for the improvements to the 

parks, playgrounds, natural areas and 

facilities throughout the Crystal Lake 

Park District. In her role as Director of 

Park Development and Interpretive 

Services, she was responsible for 

securing more than $1 million in grant funding for park 

development during her tenure.  
 
Ann spearheaded the replacement of every playground 

and park renovation. In 1994, Operation Playground was 

created and through Annõs tireless efforts in fundraising and 

volunteer recruitment, popular wooden playgrounds at Main 

Beach and Woodscreek Park were constructed. Ann lead 

several facility projects that featured the new West Beach 

facility, the renovation to the Main Beach building, the 

installation of the turf fields at Lippold Park, the development 

of Lippold Park, renovations at the Nature Center and 

Colonel Palmer House to name just a few.  
 
In addition to her role at the Park District, Ann has been 

extremely active in the community serving as an active 

Board Member for the Chamber of Commerce, an 

Ambassador for the Chamber of Commerce, served on the 

City of Crystal Lake Economic Development Commission 

and is the current Vice President of the Crystal Lake Historical 

Society. Ann was also past president of the American 

Society of Landscape Architects. With Annõs departure, two 

things are known for sure - Ann will be greatly missed by the 

Crystal Lake community in her role at the Park District and 

her incredible impact in the park, facility and natural areas 

of the Crystal Lake Park District.  
 
Thank you, Ann, for your years of dedicated service to the 

community. Enjoy!   

PARK DISTRICT AWARDED EXHIBIT GRANT 
The Crystal Lake Park District was notified on February 15, 

2022 that it has received a grant from the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources to fund all new 

interpretive exhibits at the Nature Center. 

The $363,000 grant covers 100% of the 

costs of the new exhibits.  
 
The new exhibits will be the final phase of 

several improvements that have taken 

place at the Nature over the past several 

years. This past winter, the Nature Center 

received a much needed facelift which 

included new offices and program area 

upgrades.  
 
Watch for project updates on our 

website and Park District social media.  

Brighton Oaks Playground Concept 
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Veteran Acres Tennis Courts  
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NEW PLAYGROUNDS IN THREE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 
 
Six of our neighborhood and community park playgrounds are getting a big upgrade this spring!  
 
New poured -in-place rubber safety surfacing will be installed at Woodscreek (Crystal Castle 

Playground), Veteran Acres (Acorn Alley) and Woodland Estate Parks.  Warm weather is needed to 

install this type of surfacing, so projects will take place in May or June.  Notices will be placed at 

each playground within 2 -3 weeks of project start date.  
 
The playgrounds at Kamijima, Brighton Oaks and Lapins parks will be completely replaced. The designs for the new playground 

equipment were derived after neighborhood meetings and online input.  These projects are expected to begin in April and be 

completed in June.  Visit our ôProject Updateõ website page for construction start dates. 

 

VETERAN ACRES TENNIS COURTS 
 
A major facelift project started late last year at the Veteran Acres tennis courts.  New paving, fencing and lighting have been 

installed.  Once the weather turns warm, the colored surfacing and lines can be applied and the courts will be reopened to the 

public.  Since the final stage of construction is dependent on the weather, expect the courts will be closed until May.  We 

apologize for the inconvenience, but players will definitely appreciate the improvements!  

Unfortunately over the past year, we have all seen the 

problems that vandals create, including porta -potties 

tipped over, a bike repair station stolen from 

Woodscreek Park, spray -painted picnic tables and 

picnic shelter, fixtures removed from public restrooms 

and deliberately dismantled playground equipment. 

Vandalism is not only a nuisance, it is also costly and 

dangerous.  
 
The Crystal Lake Park District's full -time year -round park 

police department works closely with the City of 

Crystal Lake and Village of Lakewood Police to keep 

your parks and facilities safe.  As we head towards 

warmer weather, patrol time is maximized as we 

expect increased park usage, especially on nights and 

weekends.  
 
Please....if you see something, say something.  
 
If you live near one of our parks and have information 

concerning a criminal damage incident, please use 

one of the methods below to contact us:  
 
If an act of vandalism is in progress: CALL 911  

SEECOM DISPATCH: 815-356-1114 

Park District Phone: 815 -459-0680 

Email: Chief John Longo, jlongo@crystallakeparks.org  
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LIPPOLD PARK MAINTENANCE GARAGE 

$75 for 150 pieces  Code: 231602 -07    

$40 for 75 pieces  Code: 231602 -08 

REGISTER IN ADVANCE AT CRYSTALLAKEPARKS.ORG 

2021 CRYSTAL LAKE  PARK DISTRICT TAX LEVY 
 
The Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 2021 tax levy was 

1.4%.  According to the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law 

(PTELL), the Crystal Lake Park District is able to increase the 

tax levy of the capped funds by the CPI or 5%, whichever is 

less.  The Park Board of Commissioners approved a flat levy 

with new growth.  
 
What this means is the Crystal Lake Park District did not  

collect the full dollar amount it was entitled to under the 

PTELL, providing a savings to property tax payers.  

The Crystal Lake Park District has been impacted by 

staffing issues similar to all other businesses in our 

community. We continue to struggle to fill important 

positions throughout the Park District and encourage 

anyone looking for a fun and rewarding job to visit the 

Crystal Lake Park District website to see what position 

might peak your interest.  
 
Summer positions along with year round positons are 

available at highly competitive wages. Where else better 

to work than for an organization whose mission is to 

enrich all lives through recreation, parks and nature �² in 

other words, providing fun!  

Beach Manager & Staff  

Head Lifeguard & Lifeguard  

Swim Lesson Instructor  

Watercraft Instructor  

Day Camp Counselor  

Camp Extended Time Aide  

Concession Staff  

Golf Center Assistant Manger  

Golf Center Range Attendant  

Summer Tennis Instructor  

Racket Club Summer Grounds Maintenance  

Parks Seasonal Laborer  

Facility Maintenance/Custodian  

Field Maintenance/Special Events Supervisor  

CRYSTALLAKEPARKS.ORG 
JOIN US TAB 

JOB & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

ONLINE JOB PORTAL BUTTON 
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