
Watercraft Registration 
IL Dept of Natural Resources:  

dnr.illinois.gov/boating/registering 

 

Lake Safety & Regulations 
Village of Lakewood: 815.459.3025 

village.lakewood.il.us 

 

Boat Launch Key Fob & Decals 
Crystal Lake Park District: 815.459.0680 

crystallakeparks.org 

 

BOAT launch key FOB 
Lake usage decals 

APR 1, 2026-MAR 31, 2027 

Park District Residents Only 

 

Lake usage decals and boat launch key fobs for the ‘26-’27 

season will be available April 1. To avoid long wait times on 

April 1, please consider purchasing your fob in the afternoon 

or at a later date. 

 

Residents of Crystal Lake, the Village of Lakewood, or those 

within Crystal Lake Park District boundaries may place 

watercraft on the lake. A lake usage decal is required to 

purchase a boat launch key fob. 

 

Limit one key fob per household.  Key fobs and decals are 

not available to businesses or to property owners whose 

primary residence is not in Crystal Lake. 

 

Where to Purchase 

Crystal Lake Park District Administration Building 

1 E. Crystal Lake Avenue 

Mon–Fri: 8:30 am – 5 pm 

Sat (April–July): 9:30 am – 12 pm 

 

What to Bring 

• Completed registration form, your old key fob (for 

renewal), and proof of residency (driver’s license, state 

ID, or current utility bill). 

• Valid DNR registration card or Temporary DNR Watercraft 

Permit, along with documentation of horsepower. The 

Park District resident must be listed on the registration. A 

title alone is not accepted. If horsepower is not listed on 

the registration, bring a receipt showing horsepower. 

‘23-’28 comprehensive 
MASTER PLAN 

Progress continues on the 2023-2028 Comprehensive 

Master Plan. Updates include: 

 

Canterbury Park Improvements 

The playground area of Canterbury Park has been 

updated with a new playground and surfacing. This 

project was completed with School District 47 and the 

Crystal Lake Park District sharing the cost 50/50. It was a 

much-needed upgrade for the park and school.  

SEASONAL JOBS 
The Crystal Lake Park District was recently voted one of the 

best employers of teens in McHenry County. Job openings 

can be found at crystallakeparks.org/about us/jobs. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES INCLUDE: 
 

Summer Camp Counselor 

Lifeguards & Beach Staff 

Tennis Instructors/Pros 

Concessions Staff 

Parks Grounds & Laborers 

WHY ARE THERE SO MANY DANDELIONS IN OUR PARKS? 
For a few weeks each spring, the Park District is asked the 

question “Why are there so many dandelions in our parks?” 

The Park District strives to balance the well-being of our 

residents with the aesthetics and safety of our parks.  

 

WE PURPOSELY DO NOT SPRAY weed killer in most of our parks 

because broad applications of pesticides can be considered 

harmful to those who come in prolonged contact with the 

pesticide. In addition, parks provide water absorption which 

eventually infiltrates into many areas including groundwater 

and Crystal Lake. These weed killing products can impact 

aquatic invertebrates. 

DANDELIONS SUPPLY HONEYBEES 

with pollen. By spraying the 

flowers, pesticides are introduced 

into bee hives. 

 

So next time you see a dandelion, 

make a wish and know that in a 

few weeks the dandelions will 

disappear for another year! 

DANDELIONS 

Fish stocking 
To improve the quality of fishing in 

Crystal Lake and other bodies of 

water within Park District parks, the 

Crystal Lake Park District regularly 

stocks a variety of species following 

a plan developed by the Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources. 

The following fish were stocked in 

Crystal Lake in 2025: 

9”-12” Northern Pike (250) 

4”-5” Walleye (2,000)  

4”-6” Smallmouth Bass (1,000) 
Fish Stocking 

Beach Staff 

Over the past two years, the Park District has stocked Crystal 

Lake with 11,755 fish! 

PROJECTS 
Woodscreek Park  

The 2023-2028 Comprehensive 

Master Plan identified 

Woodscreek Park’s sport courts 

as needing refurbishment. 

Carmichael Construction, Inc. 

will renovate the tennis and 

basketball courts this spring. 

Minor underdrainage work will 

improve drainage around the 

courts. The path to the shelter 

will be realigned to improve 

access to a new shelter with 

new grill, picnic tables and 

benches. The volleyball court 

will be refreshed with new posts 

and net and the bocce court 

will receive new surfacing.  

The playground, splashpad and park restrooms will remain 

open throughout the construction process.    

Woodscreek Park Basketball Court 

ADA Improvement Study and ADA Transition Plan 

The Crystal Lake Park District contracted with WT Group’s 

Accessibility practice to study ADA improvements that 

would assist in updating the original ADA transition plan. 

This project will be immensely helpful in the continuation of 

ADA improvements throughout the Park District for years to 

come. 

 

Lippold Park Improvements 

The design and engineering work for the Mickey Sund 

complex at Lippold Park was completed based on the 

needs and improvements of the facility. The project was 

bid out and constructed with two of the four fields coming 

online in late July 2025 and the remaining fields are ready 

for play in spring 2026. This much needed refurbishment will 

improve the overall experience at the facility. 

 

West Beach Improvement Plan and Funding 

Upon review of the West Beach and boat launch facilities, 

the focus has become the boat launch ramp. The current 

boat ramp is unable to be repaired and in need of 

replacement. Design and engineering have been 

completed. Construction bids came in higher than 

anticipated so the project will be re-budgeted and bid 

requests accepted for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. 

 

As the Comprehensive Master Plan has approached the 

midpoint of its timeline, staff and the Park Board of 

Commissioners will be reviewing the plan and updating it 

to reflect work to be completed in the remaining years of 

its lifespan. 

Canterbury Elementary Playground 

Note:  If you recently purchased a used watercraft, submit 

your title to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR) as soon as possible. Processing may take several 

weeks. Bring your temporary registration and proof of horse-

power once available. 

 

Boat Launch Key Fob Fees 

Ages 18–59: $90       Ages 60+: $45      Replacement Fob $15 

 

Motorized Watercraft Decal Fees 

Sailboats, Sailboards, Pontoons, Motorized Canoes/Kayaks, 

Motorboats, Jet Skis, Wave Runners 

0–39 HP: $50  40–99 HP: $75 

100–199 HP: $125 200+ HP or Unspecified: $200 

 

Non-Motorized Watercraft Decal Fees 

Canoes, Rowboats, Kayaks, Inflatables, Paddleboats,  

Paddleboards, Rafts:  $20 

Veteran Acres North Parking Lot  

An ADA compliant parking pad was added to the north 

parking lot at Veteran Acres right before construction 

paused for winter. The two van-accessible spaces will allow 

visitors to easily access the recently rehabilitated Rotary 

shelter. Painting of the lines will occur once spring weather 

allows the work to be completed.  

 

Lakewood Meadows Park 

The final touches are occurring at Lakewood Meadows!  A 

local Eagle Scout candidate built and installed a practice 

board within the pickleball courts. The District is adding 

hammock posts, shade canopies and additional trees.   

 

Lippold Park Skate Park 

The District surveyed skate park users over the past eight 

months and received over 120 responses. Responders 

provided input on their use of the skate park and offered 

suggestions and ideas for improvements. These suggestions 

will be incorporated into design layouts which will be shared 

at an upcoming community meeting for feedback. 

Information will be forthcoming on when this meeting will 

take place. 

PHOTO CREDIT: D47 
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Residential Customer 

A MESSAGE FROM JASON HERBSTER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

CRYSTALLAKEPARKS.ORG 

OFFICE SERVICES 

SEASONAL BEACH PASSES 

BOAT LAUNCH KEY FOB 

FISHING KEYS 

WATERCRAFT STORAGE 

HOUND TOWN DOG PARK KEYCARD 

PROGRAM REGISTRATION 

FACILITY & PICNIC SHELTER RENTALS 

 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

CATHY CAGLE     JASON HEISLER 

RICHARD HICKEY   MIKE JACOBSON   KAREN JOHNSON 

KEITH NISENSON   FREDERICK TIESENGA 

RAIN OR SHINE  
GROUPS LARGER THAN 8 SHOULD CONTACT 

PRESTON AT PSKULTETY@CRYSTALLAKEPARKS.ORG 

MEET AT McCORMICK PARK 

DAY CAMP 

YOUTH SPORTS 

AQUATICS 

STEAM 

DANCE  

THEATRE 
 

VISIT OUR ONLINE  

DIGITAL GUIDE 

REGISTER ONLINE FOR SUMMER CAMPS 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
(WEATHER PERMITTING) 

WED APR 1: HOUND TOWN KEY FOB RENEWAL  

WED APR 1: WATERCRAFT DRY STORAGE RENTAL 

WED APR 1: BOAT LAUNCH KEY FOB AND LAKE USAGE DECALS ON SALE 

FRI APR 3: LIPPOLD FAMILY GOLF CENTER OPENS  

TUE MAY 5: SUMMER REGISTRATION BEGINS 

SAT MAY 23: MAIN BEACH OPENS 

An Illinois law regulating low-

speed electric scooters went into 

effect on August 9, 2024. The 

Crystal Lake Park District does not 

authorize the use of low-speed 

scooters on park district property. 

Dear Residents, Board and Crystal Lake Park District Staff, 

 

Thank you. It has been a true privilege to serve as Executive 

Director of the Crystal Lake Park District for the past 16 years. I 

am deeply grateful for the opportunity to work alongside an 

exceptional team of professionals who care deeply about this 

community and who strive each day to deliver outstanding 

parks, programs, and facilities within the resources entrusted 

to us. 
 
I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to the 

many residents who have served as volunteer Park Board 

Commissioners. Their willingness to take on the responsibility of 

governance—shaping the strategic direction of the District 

while safeguarding the community’s investment in its parks 

and facilities—reflects a remarkable commitment to public 

service. They consistently balance long-term vision with fiscal 

responsibility, always mindful of the impact on taxpayers. The 

collaborative partnership between the Board and staff has 

made it possible to accomplish a great deal, and I am 

thankful for the trust and support extended to me throughout 

my tenure. 
 
I have often referred to the Crystal Lake Park District as the 

“fun” unit of government because we are in the business of 

creating opportunities for enjoyment and connection. Yet our 

mission carries a deeper responsibility: enriching all lives 

through recreation, parks, and nature. During the COVID-19 

pandemic, while much of the world faced unprecedented 

challenges, one meaningful truth became even clearer—the 

essential role parks and recreation play in our overall well-

being. Trails, parks, playgrounds, and open spaces became 

places of renewal and resilience. Whether it was a quiet walk, 

time spent at a playground, or simply sitting on a bench in the 

sunshine, our parks provided comfort, connection, and a 

sense of normalcy. That appreciation for accessible, high-

quality recreation has only grown stronger. 
 
To our staff: you have made my time at the Crystal Lake Park 

District both rewarding and inspiring. Your professionalism, 

creativity, dedication, and enthusiasm are unmatched. You 

make a lasting difference in the lives of those we serve, and 

this community is fortunate to benefit from your talents. I am 

proud of what we have accomplished together and am 

grateful for all I have learned from you. Please continue your 

outstanding work and commitment to excellence. 

After 36 years in the parks and recreation profession, the time 

has come for me to enjoy the very benefits our field is 

dedicated to providing—a life enriched by leisure and 

recreation. Thank you for your trust, your partnership, and your 

support. It has been the honor of a lifetime to serve this 

wonderful community. 
 
With sincere gratitude, 

Jason Herbster 

‘Caddyshack’ Movie in the Park 

With Star 105.5’s Joe & Tina 

After 36 years of service to the Parks & Recreation field—

and 16 incredible years with the Crystal Lake Park District—

we announce the retirement of our Executive Director, 

Jason Herbster.  

During his 

tenure, Jason 

helped shape 

the Crystal Lake 

community in 

lasting ways, 

leading projects 

and 

improvements 

that many of us enjoy every day, including the West Beach 

Building re-build, Lakewood Meadows Park, Main Beach 

Pavilion/Park and Racket Club renovations, Della Park 

refurbishment, three splash pads, and the purchase of the 

Parks Maintenance Building. Under his leadership, the Park 

District also expanded services including pickleball, day 

camp, Extended Time, senior and theater programming, 

while continuing to invest in facility improvements and 

maintenance of Park District properties. 

Racket Club outdoor court ribbon cutting 

Above all, Jason is most proud 

of building a high-functioning 

team and a culture rooted in 

happiness, quality work, and 

results-a legacy that will 

continue well beyond his 

retirement. Jason will be 

deeply missed by his co-

workers and the entire Crystal 

Lake community.  
 
Please join us in thanking him 

for his leadership, dedication, 

and the countless ways he has 

made our parks, programs, 

and people stronger. 
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